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Treatment of Tuberculosis of the Larynx. 

Dr. H. Krause (. Berliner Min. Woch., July 21st) reports benefits so remark¬ 
able from local applications of concentrated solution of lactic acid (25 per 
cent, to 80 per cent.) as to lead him to indulge in hopes of its curative powers 
in the least unfavorable class of cases. It has to bo applied rather roughly, 
and acts by production of slough, sometimes producing severe immediate 
effects. Ultimately, healthy granulations repair tho ulcer and papillary 
excrescences disappear, swellings and infiltration subside, and the general 
subjective condition is much improved. 

Internal (Esophagotomy for Stricture of the (Esophagus. 

Dr. Sands, of New York, reports (N. Y. Med. Journ., Nov. 14, 1885) a caso 
of stricture, of nineteen years* standing, from caustic potash swallowed at two 
years of age, which ho had treated successfully by this method, and which 
exemplified tho incorrectness of the common impression that all strictures of 
the (esophagus exhibit an invincible tendency to recontrnction after operation. 

Laryngectomy. 

1)r. 11 os well Park ( The Medical Press of Western New York , Dec. 1885) 
successfully removed the entire larynx for intrinsic epithelioma, completely 
occluding tho rimn glottidis, from a man sixty-four years of age; a tracheotomy 
performed two weeks previously having failed to give relief. Tho patient at 
last report (private communication, Nov. 18th) was doing well, and expressed 
himself as much more comfortable than lie had been for a long time. From 
other sources tho writer was told that ho was not wearing any artificial sub¬ 
stitute for the larynx, and that he had reengaged in the practice of medicine. 
The epiglottis was retained, and the first ring of the trachea was removed. 
The extirpation was conducted from below upward. 

Partial laryngectomy lias, been successfully performed for epithelioma by 
Uersuky [Anzcigev der k. k. Gescllsch. d. A. in Wen. Sitzung , April 24, 1885; 
Lit. Oentralbl. f. Jxir. t etc., Nov, 1885). 

Dr. Eugene IIaiin, in a recent lecture (Volkmann's Klinischer Vortriigc, No. 
280, Lcipsig, 1885), gives a table of 76 eases of complete laryngectomy, 65 for 
curciuomn, 9 for other neoplasms, and 2 for inflammatory conditions and their 
scquclro; and 16 cases of partial laryngectomy and resection, 7 for carcinoma, 
8 for other neoplasms, and 5 for inflammatory conditions and their sequela?. 
To Hahn aro accredited 7 of these complete laryngectomies and 3 of the par¬ 
tial ones; hilt in tho text lie describes 11 personal operations. His views, 
therefore, aro of especial value. Tho patient's strength permitting, he delays 
preliminary tracheotomy until just before tho laryngectomy. He prefers the 
horizontal position and deep chloroform narcosis, tho trachea being protected 
from reflux of blood by a close-fitting sponge-compress around tho canula. 

Tho details of the operative procedure will vary according to tho nature of 
the disease and tho extent of tho neoplasm, making the following divisions: 

1. Complete excision with removal of most of the soft parts. 

2. Complete excision with retention of the soft parts. 
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3. Unilateral excision. 

4. Semi-rcaection, either anterior or lateral. 

5. Partial resection. 

The more of the soft tisanes left, the sooner docs the function of deglutition 
become restored. 

Want of space prevents the extraction of further details from this valuable 
monograph. 

Cocaine in Chorea of the Larynx. 

Dr. Massei, of Naples (Bull, de la Soe. J-Yanf., tome ii. f. ii.), reports a case 
of ohstiuntc spasmodic cough in a child of fivo years, in which, after all treat¬ 
ment lmd failed, cocaine, locally, gave temporary relief. The child was re¬ 
moved from treatment too soon to effect a permanent cure. The compiler 
agrees with Dr. Massei in considering laryngeal chorea nil unfortunate desig¬ 
nation for this affection. Dr. Garre, of Lyons (Lyon Med., July 19; A mm la 
d(s Mat. du Jxir., Nov. 1885), noting on Dr. Massci’n hint, him succeeded in 
curing, by local application of cocaine, u ease of choreiform cough associated 
with epileptiform seizures. 

Functional Paralysis. 

Dr. Wm. Porter {Journ. Amcr. Med. Atsoc., Sept. 2G, 1885) reports a case 
of aphonia of eleven and a half years’ duration, in a male subject, ret. thirty 
years, in which phonntion was permanently restored by two applications of 
the induced current. 

Spontaneous Perforation of tiie Trachea and Oesophagus in a 
Paretic. 

MM. Teissier and Favel report (Amwfo des Mai., etc., Nov. 1885) a case 
of well-marked progressive locomotor ataxia, in which no definite history of 
syphilis could he obtained. The patient was found one morning in a comatose 
condition, and died tlint night. In addition to the characteristic lesions of the 
disease, there was found, post-mortem, a perforation of the trachea, situated in 
the posterior wall, nbout two centimetres below the inferior border of the 
cricoid cartilage, and communicating with the (esophagus*. Prof. Teissier 
considers the lesion to he of nervous origin, due to trophic disturbance. 


Foreign Bodies in the (Esophagus. 

Successful cases of oraophagotomy continue to be repoi ted, firmly establishing 
this therapeutic procedure. The compiler has ceased to attempt collecting 
all the reported cases. Other methods of removal deserve a little attention. 

Dlt. GkimelbRRT, a dentist, of Furtli, finding it impossible to extract from 
the (esophagus of a servant the rubber denture she had swallowed during 
sleep, pushed it into the stomach. He administered a quantity of cotton thread 
cut into small pieces, and beaten up with white of egg. The result of this 
novel and ingenious device was highly gratifying. Four days later, the girl 
passed per anum the plate overspun by the cotton.— Dcultehc mtd. Zell., April 
13; Med. and Surg. Hep., June 20, 1885. 



